
Alexander Hamilton High School 
Summer Reading List:  

Students Entering Grade 10 
 

 

 
 
In an effort to foster an appreciation of reading and adhere to the Common Core Standards, the  English 
department requires each student to complete a yearly summer-reading project. In addition to at least ONE 
of your own independent reading selections, please choose ONE work of literature from the 
appropriate grade-level list below. We strongly encourage you to choose a book that you would like to 
discuss with a friend or a group as you read. When you return in September, you will be asked to complete a 
project on your chosen reading selections, so please take notes to be prepared.  
 
 

The Gangs of New York: An Informal History of the Underworld 
By Herbert Asbury 
True to the title, the book is a history of crime that permeated the underbelly of New York City and its boroughs in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. Some of these gangs were so vicious they would post signs warning police to stay out of 
their neighborhoods -- or else!   
 
Born Confused 
By Tanuja Desai Hidier 
Seventeen-year-old Dimple, whose family is from India, discovers that she is not Indian enough for the Indians and not 
American enough for the Americans.  
 
Brooklyn, Burning  
By Steve Brezenoff 
Sixteen-year-old Kid, who lives on the streets of Brooklyn, loves Felix, a guitarist and junkie who disappears, leaving 
Kid the prime suspect in an arson investigation, but a year later Scout arrives, giving Kid a second chance to be in a 
band and find true love.  
 

Call Me María  
By Judith Ortiz Cofer 
Fifteen-year-old María leaves her mother and Puerto Rico to live in New York City with her father. There, though, she 
feels torn between two cultures. Can she learn to embrace life in the barrio? 
 

Burning City  
By Ariel and Joaquín Dorfman 
Sixteen-year-old Heller Highland, who is living with his grandparents while his parents are away, burns rubber across 
Manhattan delivering bad news by bicycle, and as a summer heat wave melts the city, he is struck by first love.  
 

 



Speak 
By Laurie Halse Anderson 
Melinda busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops. Now her friends won't talk to her, and people she doesn't 
even know hate her from a distance. But there’s a secret about the night of the party that would blow her carefully 
constructed disguise to smithereens if she decides to speak the truth.  
 

The Five People You Meet in Heaven 
By Mitch Albom 
Eddie is a wounded war veteran, an old man who has lived, in his mind, an uninspired life. On his 83rd birthday, a 
tragic accident kills him as he tries to save a little girl. He awakes in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a 
destination: It's a place where your life is explained to you by five people. 
 

The New Kids: Big Dreams and Brave Journeys at a High School for Immigrant Teens  
By Brook Hauser 
Freelance writer Hauser tracks the staff and students at the International High School at Prospect Heights in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., providing their personal histories as well as their day-to-day experiences.  
 

The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams  
By Darcy Frey 
The story of dreams and cynicism, the often naive hopes of youth played out against the realities of SATs, the NCAA, 
and the brutal world of college athletic sports recruitment. 
 

The Lost Boy: A Foster Child's Search for the Love of a Family (Sequel to A Child Called “It”) 
By Dave Pelzer 
An abused boy is rescued from a dangerous alcoholic mother only to learn that his real hurt is just beginning -- he has 
no place to call home. 
 

Bodega Dreams: A Novel  
By Ernesto Quinonez 
This book features a cast of memorable characters, including: dim-witted Neno; the evil barrio lawyer, Nazario; and 
the drug runner and possible hit man, Sapo. But at the heart of everything is Willie Bodega, a former Young Lord who 
has become the biggest drug lord of them all. 
 

Maximum Ride Forever (Maximum Ride Series #9) 
By James Patterson 
Maxmillan "Max" Ride is 14 years old, has a 13-foot wingspan, and can fly. In the eight preceding Maximum Ride 
episodes, she and the Flock have survived almost innumerable dangerous adventures in a post-apocalyptic world, but it 
all comes to a grand, spectacular finale in the aptly-titled Maximum Ride Forever. 
  

Ember in the Ashes 
By Sabaa Tahir 
Set in the Martial Empire, a realm that resembles ancient Rome, this tense and enthralling debut brings together an 
unlikely pair: a young female Scholar who has disguised herself as a slave to save her condemned brother; and a 
brilliant, unwilling soldier who must fight for his life in a contest to become emperor. 
  

Off the Page 
By Jodi Picoult and Samantha van Leer 
Meet Oliver, a prince literally taken from the pages of a fairy tale and transported into the real world. Meet Delilah, the 
girl who wished Oliver into being. It’s a miracle that seems perfect at first. But not every story can have a happy 
ending. Because the book wants Oliver back. And it will turn both worlds upside down to get him. 
 

All lists can be located on the Alexander Hamilton High School 
library page of our district website. 

 


